
 

 

 

 

Our mission is to make tangible the life-transforming power  
of God’s love so that all may come to know Christ. 

816 Kempsville Road • Chesapeake, VA 23320  
Phone:  757-436-2545    Email:  Messiah@ChurchoftheMessiah.org 

Website:  ChurchoftheMessiah.org 

rector:  The Rev. Dr. Martin K. O'Rourke  
associate pastor:  The Rev. Nile Gomez 

deacon:  The Rev. Tom Sweeney 
 
 

WELCOME, VISITORS! 

We are delighted you came 
today! Looking for a church 

home? We warmly invite you to be part 
of our church family! To help us get to 
know you better, or if you have ques-
tions, please fill in this form, tear it off, 
and drop it in the offering plate or give it 
to an usher or pastor.  You may also call 
us at 757-436-2545 or visit our website, 
ChurchoftheMessiah.org. God bless you!  

Date:    __________________________ 

Name:  __________________________ 

Phone:  __________________________ 

Address:  ________________________ 

________________________________ 

Email:  __________________________ 

Would you like to be contacted?            
⃝ Yes   ⃝ No    ⃝ By phone   ⃝ By email  

Please check all that apply: 

⃝ I would like a pastor to contact me. 

⃝  First-time visitor  

⃝  Returning visitor  

⃝  I would like to know more about  
Church of the Messiah 

⃝   I would like to know more about  
the Christian faith. 

⃝  I have decided to renew my  
commitment to Christ. 

⃝  I would like prayer (see reverse). 

My response to today’s message: 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

_________________________12.22.2019 

Fourth Sunday in Advent • December 22, 2019 

Please join us in praying for these requests throughout the week 
(Prayer requests will appear for one month unless requested otherwise.) 

Church property decision, Jane, John, Viola,  
Priscilla, Anne, Rickee, Joanne,  

all of our members of the military,  
and Sanctuary of Hope, our companion church 

OUR OVERSEAS MISSIONARIES:  

Aaron and Winnie Coleman-Horvat, Croatia                                                                                          
David & Betsy, Turkey                                                                                                   

Carmen Linder, His Love in Action School for the Deaf in Honduras 
Robert Walter, Leadersource, serving East Asia, South Asia, Middle East 

ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 

Please pray for the following churches this week: 

Light of Christ Anglican Church, Heathsville, VA 
New Creation Church, Hagerstown, MD 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday 

 December 23: Stephen Davidson 
 December 24:  Wendy O’Rourke 
 December 26: Michael Kelton 
 December 28: Fred Polli 

Happy Anniversary 

 December 27: Elizabeth and Melvin McGinnis 



CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES will be held at 6:30 and 
10:00 p.m.  The early service is family friendly and includes  
a children’s sermon. Both services feature traditional music 

and candle-lighting.  Guests are welcome — invitations to give 
out are available in the foyer. 

CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR CLERGY AND STAFF:  If you would like to 
give a gift for our dedicated clergy and staff, please put a check in 
the offering plate today, or send one to the office.  Checks should 
be made payable to Church of the Messiah with “Special Gift” on 
the memo line. 

THE CHRISTMAS SERVICES FOR SANCTUARY OF HOPE AND JOYFUL NOISE were 
beautiful and meaningful celebrations of our Savior’s birth.  Thanks to everyone 
who donated their time, talent and treasure to these wonderful events. 

LAST SUNDAY FOR POINSETTIA ORDERS:  Please use the attached 
form to order and dedicate poinsettias for Christmas.  Your plants 
may be taken home after the 10:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service. 

CHANUKAH BEGINS TODAY!  If you would like to send Chanukah 
greetings to Jewish friends or family, cards are available in the foyer. 

NEW YEAR PRAYER MEETING:  Plan now to join us in the Sanctuary on Saturday, 
January 11, at 10:00 a.m. to pray that God will use us in the coming year to bring 
the Good News of His love to our community and the world. 

“THE MISSION OF JESUS” DVD BIBLE STUDY finishes up today after the service in 
Room 1.  The next study will begin in February; details to be announced. 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS:  The church office will be closed from noon on Christ-
mas Eve through Friday, December 27, as well as on January 1.  The clergy and 
staff of Messiah wish everyone a blessed Christmas and Happy New Year! 

JOYFUL NOISE CLUB does not meet this week.   Meetings will resume in the new 
year on January 14. 

YEAR-END IS APPROACHING along with the deadline to make tax-deductible con-
tributions for 2019.  Please remember that gifts must be dropped off or post-
marked on or before December 31.  Thank you!  

LIVING WATERS is a ministry that addresses the roots of sexual and relational issues 
that ensnare Christians into unhealthy living.  Learn more about this 20-week closed 
group experience at www.DesertStream.org/Living-Waters. 

Fourth Sunday in Advent:  December 22, 2019 

PRAYER:  Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and 
as we are sorely hindered by our sins from running the race that is set before us, 
let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

First Reading: Psalm 136   Page 466 

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:14-21  Page 860 

(Response after each lesson:  Thanks be to God.)   

Gospel: John 3:1-21   Page 790 

(Responses:  Glory to You, Lord Christ. … Praise to You, Lord Christ.) 

Sermon:      Love:  God Loved Pastor Nile Gomez 

Reader:  Vivian Hayes Bread:  Deacon Tom Sweeney, Pastor Nile Gomez 

Chalice:  Vivian Hayes, Adrian Knight, Elizabeth McGinnis, Angel Pla 

Prayer Team:   John Adam, Susan Adam, Gary Phillips, Karen Phillips 

WEEKLY WORSHIP INFORMATION 

Sunday Service with Eucharist  10:00 a.m.  

Children’s & Youth Programs:   
 Age 3 & under:   Nursery (After Worship until Communion) 
 Pre-K–Grade 5: Children’s Church, Room 1 (After Worship until Communion) 

Monday Healing Prayer Service  7:00 p.m. 
Join us in the Sanctuary for prayer and spiritual renewal. 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH  

 Today  10:00 a.m. Sunday Service 
  12:00 p.m. DVD Bible Study (Room 1) 

 Monday 7:00 p.m. Healing Prayer Service (Sanctuary) 

 Tuesday 12:00 p.m. Christmas Eve — Office Closes at Noon 
  6:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  
  10:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

 Wednesday  Christmas Day — Office Closed 

 Thursday  Christmas Holiday — Office Closed 

 Friday  Christmas Holiday — Office Closed 

POINSETTIAS 

If you would like to purchase and dedicate 
poinsettias to decorate the altar on Christ-
mas Eve, please fill out this form, detach it, 
and place it in the offering plate along with 
your payment of $10 per plant.  If you can-
not pay today, please indicate this below 
and bring your payment by December 22.  
You may take your poinsettias home after 
the late Christmas Eve service. 

Given by:    

 ________________________________ 

Dedication:  To the Glory of God and   

 In honor of: __________________ 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________ 

 In memory of:  ________________ 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________ 

 In thanksgiving for:  ____________ 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________ 

Number of plants ordered:  _________ 

Amount paid:  $___________________ 

⃝  Check*     ⃝ Cash 

*Please write “Poinsettias” on your  check. 

⃝  Please order and I will pay later. 

Christmas at Messiah 


