
Blocks to Understanding 
 

1. Isolation 
 
 
Whoever isolates himself seeks his 
own desire; he breaks out against 
all sound judgment.  

Proverbs 18:1 

 



Blocks to Understanding 
 
1. Isolation 
2. No Pleasure in understanding 
3. Delights in airing his own 

opinions  
 
 
A fool finds no pleasure in 
understanding but delights in 
airing his own opinions. 

Proverbs 18:2 

 



Blocks to Understanding 
 
1. Isolation 
2. No Pleasure in understanding 
3. Delights in airing his own 

opinions  
4. Impatience 
 
 
He who answers before listening— 

that is his folly and his shame. 
Proverbs 18:13 

 



So it is His work that we do for 
our brother when we learn to 
listen to him. Christians, 
especially ministers, so often 
think they must always 
contribute something when they 
are in the company of others, 
that this is the one service they 
have to render. They forget that 
listening can be a greater service 
than speaking. 



Many people are looking for an 
ear that will listen. They do not 
find it among Christians, 
because these Christians are 
talking where they should be 
listening. But he who can no 
longer listen to his brother will 
soon be no longer listening to 
God either; he will be doing 
nothing but prattle in the 
presence of God too. 



Bridges to Understanding 
 
1. Humility :Focus on other person 
2. Putting others’ interests before 

your own  
 

Do nothing out of selfish ambition 
or vain conceit, but in humility 

consider others better than 
yourselves. Each of you should look 

not only to your own interests,  
but also to the interests of others. 

Philippians 2: 3-4 

 



Fruit of Understanding 
 
1. People Experience Affirmation 

and Feel Valued 
 
 





The first service that one owes 
to others in the fellowship 
consists in listening to them. 
Just as love to God begins 
with listening to His Word, so 
the beginning of love for the 
brethren is learning to listen 
to them.  



Fruit of Understanding 
 
1. People Experience Affirmation 

and Fell Valued 
2. Develops Compassion  
 
 





Fruit of Understanding 
 
1. People Experience Affirmation 

and Fell Valued 
2. Develops Compassion  
3. Discover God’s Will 
 
 



How important is our unity  
to Jesus and the world? 

 
I have given them the glory that 
you gave me, that they may be one 
as we are one: I in them and you in 
me. May they be brought to 
complete unity to let the world 
know that you sent me and have 
loved them even as you have loved 
me.  
 
 


