
HAVE YOU DONE A SELF-EXAMINATION LATELY? 

(2 Corinthians 13:5 & James 2:14-20) 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
 

It was the sacrifice of believers from the suffering church that really caused me to ask myself, am I living the 

life of a believer I should be living in a nation where I will probably never have to give my life for publicly 

saying I believe in Jesus?  
 

 2 Corinthians 13:5  "Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith."  
 

 Hebrews 11:6 "Without faith, it is impossible to please God."  
 

 Spiritual examination need to begin by asking:  

“How do I know I've got the kind of faith that pleases God?” 

 “How do I know I have the kind of faith that gives me spiritual access into heaven?"  

  

HOW TO DIAGNOSIS FAITH WITH JAMES AS YOUR GUIDE 
 

1. FAITH IS NOT JUST SOMETHING YOU _________ 

“What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it by your 

actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone?” (James 2:14 NLT) 

 Faith is more than using “Christian ease” (Christians words used in clichés) …just because a 

person claims it, doesn't mean they have it. 

 The point I’m trying to make is that living faith is more than just talk. 

"Not everybody who says to Me, `Lord, Lord' is going to enter into heaven, but only the one 

who does the will of my Father in Heaven." (Matt 7:21 CSB) 

“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord’ and don’t do the things I say?” (Luke 6:46 CSB) 

 

2. FAITH IS MORE THAN JUST SOMETHING YOU __________.  

 “If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in 

peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that?” 
(James 2:15-16 ESV) 

 Saying, "I'm sorry you hurt," is merely sympathy…while saying, "I hurt with you" is just 

empathy…but…saying, "I'll do anything I can to stop your hurt," is ________________…and 

loved ones,  faith is ______________. 

James is telling us when we became a believer, we became a part of a family, and as a result, we 

have some family responsibilities. What are those responsibilities? 

"If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how 

can the love of God be in him?" (1 John 3:17 ESV) 

 

3. FAITH IS NOT JUST SOMETHING YOU _____________. 

“So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless. Now 

someone may argue, “Some people have faith; others have good deeds.” But I say, “How can you 

show me your faith if you don’t have good deeds? I will show you my faith by my good deeds.” (James 

2:17-18 NLT) 

 A living faith will be expressed in visible ways; in ways you can actually see. 

 

4. FAITH IS NOT JUST SOMETHING YOU _______________.  

“You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you! Even the demons 

believe this, and they tremble in terror.” (James 2:19 NLT)  

 The word "believe" in Greek is the word estevo, it means "to trust in, cling to, rely on, adhere to, 

OR sell out to," i.e., it's a ________________. 



 

 
What is a living faith? 

 

Real faith is ________________. 

 

"When will you ever learn that `believing' is useless without doing what God wants you to?  Faith that does 

not result in good deeds is not real faith."  (James 2:20 NLT) 

 

 The question is, are you living the faith that God anticipated you would live in the place and time 

of your existence on this earth. 

 What does YOUR lifestyle say about your relationship with Christ? Look at your lifestyle and 

see what kind of actions follow as a result of it. James is saying that if you've got the real stuff, 

faith can be demonstrated, that is, it can be shown visibly. 

 

How can my faith become visible? 
 

#1 You need to do is to be baptized. 

#2 You need to join a church family.   
# 3 You need to start following the commands of Christ. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 Good works don't make you a Christian, they show you are a Christian.  They don't deliver salvation; 

they demonstrate salvation. 

"For it is by God's grace that you have been saved through faith.  It is not your own doing, but God's 

gift... and in our union with Christ Jesus he has created us for a life of good work, which he has 

already prepared for us to do."  (Ephesians 2:8-10 ESV) 

 The basis for my salvation is God's grace 
 The proof of my salvation is my ministry. 

 Jesus is not asking us to be perfect…we can’t…He’s asking us to be faithful and let Him forgive us 

when we fail and empower us when we serve. 


