
BUILDING BRIDGES 

 

I WANT TO BUILD A BRIDGE TO ________________________________________ 

 

OPENING THOUGHT: Maturity is living with the fact that the ideal and the real are different. But being able 

to live in the real world and still have a dream for growth, that is called ________________________. 
 

1.  TO BUILD A BRIDGE TO PEOPLE, YOU HAVE TO MAKE RELATIONSHIPS THE _____________________ 
 

 “Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind.’  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’”  Matt.  22:36-39 (NIV)   

  #1:  Love God  #2:  Love other people. Please notice: these are both about __________________  

 Why make relationship a priority?  Because relationships never slip into a position of top priority by 

themselves, i.e., you have to ___________________________  

 Things to watch out for if you are to make relationships a priority: 

 1. Thinking, “_______ most the important.” 

“If you think you are too important to help someone in need, you are only fooling yourself.  

You are really a nobody.”  Gal. 6:3 (NLT) 

 2. Thinking, “_____________ is the most important.” 

“But you say, ‘If a man tells his father or his mother, “Whatever you would have gained from 

me is Corban” ’ (that is, given to God)— then you no longer permit him to do anything for his 

father or mother, thus making void the word of God…” (Mark 7:11-13 ESV) 
 

Recipe for building relationships: 

Ingredients: time, talk, and shared activity; Mix together and enjoy. 

Dr. Cathy Dooley 

1. Eat together 

 Set a time and day to meet and eat 

 Plan a special meal  

 Include the children in the planning and preparation as much as possible  

 Share the stories of special recipes included  

2. Read together 

 With children who can’t read yet, use picture books and talk about what the pictures show as you 

turn each page and read the text  

 Use different voices for the characters 

 For children who can read, take turns reading and ask questions  

 For adults, share a book that you’ve read and recommend 

3. Play together 

 Music  

 Games  

 Art  

 Sports  

4. Pray together 

 Before meals 

 Before important events 

 At bedtime 

 On the phone, through conference call or Skype when you can’t be present in person 

 

 



5. Serve together 

 Make a gift to give to someone in need, deliver it, and pray with them 

 Participate in a community soup kitchen or project (ie Serve the City) 

 Visit someone in the hospital or nursing home 

 Invite a stranger to share a special event or meal with your family  

2.  TO BUILD A BRIDGE TO PEOPLE, YOU HAVE TO BUILD ON THE _____________________ 

 

 “Love is patient and kind.  Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude.  Love does not 

demand its own way.  Love is not irritable, and it keeps no record of when it has been wronged.”  

1Cor 13:4-5 (NLT) 

 

 “Your godly lives will speak to them better than any words.”  1 Peter 3:1 (TLB) 

 

 “When you do things, do not let selfishness or pride be your guide.  Instead, be humble and give 

more honor to others than to yourselves.”  Phil 2:3 (NCV)   

 These are the attitudes that will kill a relationship every time. 

 

3.    TO BUILD A BRIDGE TO PEOPLE WE MUST _______________________ 
 

“Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.”     

1 Cor. 13:7 (NLT) 
 

“To love at all is to be vulnerable.  Love anything and your heart will certainly be wrung and possibly broken.  If you 

want to make sure of keeping it intact, you must give your heart to no one…Lock it up safe in the casket of your 

selfishness.  But in that casket it will change. (There) it will not be broken.  It will become unbreakable, 

impenetrable, and irredeemable.  The only place outside of heaven where you can be perfectly safe from the dangers 

of love is hell.” C.S. Lewis 

 

“Then Jesus told His disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.”  
Luke 18:1 (NIV)  How do you know if you’ve given up?  You __________________ 

 

“And let us not get tired of doing what is right, for after a while we will reap a harvest of blessing if we 

don’t get discouraged and give up.”  Gal. 6:9 (TLB) 

 Where do you find the strength to do this? 

“We love because God first loved us.”  1 John 4:19 (NCV)  

 

 “Live a life filled with love for others, following the example of Christ, who loved you and gave Himself 

as a sacrifice to take away your sins.”  Eph. 5:2 (NLT) 

 

 

 

 

CONCLUSION: 
 

HOW DO YOU LET GOD LOVE YOU?  YOU ACCEPT HIS GIFT OF GRACE! 

 

  


